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	Battle of the Teutoburg Forest

		Battle of the Teutoburg Forest

	Part of the early imperial campaigns in Germania

	[image: A stone carving, the border resembling a Greco-Roman building, displaying three busts, slightly damaged, the centremost being that of Marcus Caelius, wearing armour, a cape and holding a staff of office in his right hand. Below the carving is a Latin inscription.]
Cenotaph of Marcus Caelius, 1st centurion of XVIII, who "fell in the war of Varus" ('bello Variano').

		Date
	September 8–11, 9 AD

	Location
	Probably present-day Kalkriese, Lower Saxony

	Result
	Germanic victory

	Territorial
changes
	End of Germania Antiqua, establishment of a limes in the Rhine




	Belligerents

	Allied Germanic peoples, possibly including the:
Angrivarii
Bructeri
Chatti
Cherusci
Marsi
Sugambri
Usipetes
	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/83/Vexilloid_of_the_Roman_Empire.svg/18px-Vexilloid_of_the_Roman_Empire.svg.png] Roman Empire

	Commanders and leaders

	Arminius
Segimer
	Publius Quinctilius Varus †

	Units involved

	Unknown
	Legio XVII
Legio XVIII
Legio XIX
6 auxiliary cohorts
3 cavalry squadrons

	Strength

	18,000–30,000
Angrivarii: ~5,000
Bructeri: ~8,000
Cherusci: ~8,000
Other troops were likely mustered from the remaining tribes
	Estimates vary by historian
Powell: 14,000–22,752
Unknown non-combatants
McNally: ~21,000 total combatants and noncombatants

	Casualties and losses

	5,000
	16,000–20,000 killed




	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/3b/Teutoburgo.svg/220px-Teutoburgo.svg.png]

	Map showing the defeat of Publius Quinctilius Varus at Kalkriese

	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/90/Otto_Albert_Koch_Varusschlacht_1909.jpg/170px-Otto_Albert_Koch_Varusschlacht_1909.jpg]

	Germanic warriors storm the field, Varusschlacht, 1909

	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/89/Germanicus.jpg/170px-Germanicus.jpg]

	The Roman commander Germanicus was the opponent of Arminius in 14–16 AD

	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8a/Germanicus_Dupondius_19_2010354.jpg/220px-Germanicus_Dupondius_19_2010354.jpg]

	Coin showing Germanicus holding an Aquila

	Paintings of the 19th century

	[image: Grab des Arminius (Grave of Arminius), Caspar David Friedrich, 1812]

	Grab des Arminius (Grave of Arminius), Caspar David Friedrich, 1812

	[image: Hermannsschlacht, drawing by Crown prince Frederick William IV of Prussia, 1813]

	Hermannsschlacht, drawing by Crown prince Frederick William IV of Prussia, 1813

	[image: Hermann zersprengt die Ketten von Germania (Hermann breaks the chains of Germania), Karl Russ, c. 1818]

	Hermann zersprengt die Ketten von Germania (Hermann breaks the chains of Germania), Karl Russ, c. 1818

	Der siegreich vordringende Hermann (The Victorious Advancing Hermann), Peter Janssen, 1873

	[image: Battle of the Teutoburg Forest - Furor Teutonicus, Paja Jovanović, 1889]

	Battle of the Teutoburg Forest - Furor Teutonicus, Paja Jovanović, 1889

	[image: Unfortunate campaign of Germanicus, unknown artist, circa 1900]

	Unfortunate campaign of Germanicus, unknown artist, circa 1900

		[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/Hermann_%28Arminius%29_at_the_battle_of_the_Teutoburg_Forest_in_9_CE_by_Peter_Jannsen%2C_1873%2C_with_painting_creases_and_damage_removed.jpg]

	Der siegreich vordringende Hermann (The Victorious Advancing Hermann), depiction of the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest, by Peter Janssen, 1873
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